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Project 3: Research Paper 

iPads in Education 

‘There’s an app for that’ is a well-known expression that most people have heard before. 

This saying is just as fitting in an educational setting as it is anywhere else. It does not matter 

what grade you are in, what subject you are studying, or what your learning style is, you can 

expect to find an app available to suit your needs. This is no surprise considering the endless 

amount of apps that are available and new ones continually coming out every day. 

iPads are popular, well-known devices that can cultivate amazing possibilities in an 

educational setting (Dogan & Almus, 2014). Educators are finding that iPads can be a vital tool 

to support independence and help differentiate to meet the needs of different learning styles. The 

iPad’s mobility, touchscreen, and simple navigation system make them very appealing for young 

users (Lynch and Redpath, 2014). They can raise a child’s concentration level, give children 

motivation to learn, and the opportunity to work individually. (D’Agostino, Rodgers, Harmey 

and Brownfield, 2016). The Children’s Institute reviewed hundreds of apps based on criteria 

such as differentiation and adaptability, alignment with curriculum and IEPs, data collection and 

feedback for the teacher, and student motivation. They discovered and recommended many apps 

that have the ability to be beneficial in any educational setting, including special education 

classrooms to help support independence and meet a variety of needs (Palmer, 2013).  

Two different studies involving fifth-grade students had some noteworthy results. One 

fifth grade classroom used iBooks, which is an app that gives users the opportunity to become 

published authors. The project was authentic and covered multiple standards. The results were 

positive and students felt that they were able to develop a deeper grasp of the material. The 

activities that took place were not only exciting for the students but gave them the opportunity to 
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hone their technology and writing skills while also building their collaboration and problem-

solving skills (Encheff, 2013). 

Sessions, Kang, and Womack (2016) also examined the effectiveness of using writing 

apps with students in fifth grade. Their study showed that the students were more persistent and 

worked harder throughout the writing process. The students were actively engaged, motivated, 

and cooperative. They exhibited more confidence than usual which helped them to be successful. 

This validates the belief that good instruction supported by meaningful apps can have a valid 

impact on student learning. Both of these studies demonstrate the positive influence that iPads 

can have when used appropriately. 

A study done on younger children was conducted by D’Agostino et al. (2016). They 

administered a mixed-methods study to examine the effectiveness of using LetterWorks, an iPad 

app, to help support letter learning for struggling six-to-seven-year-old students. The results were 

positive and revealed that the app helped the struggling students significantly.  The interesting 

part of this study was that there was hesitation from the teachers in regards to accepting the 

results. The teachers felt that the app did not fit with their belief system and teaching style. They 

could not see it being effective, even when presented with the data that indicated an increase in 

learning.  

Sackstein, Spark, and Jenkins (2015) conducted an interesting study that examined the 

effectiveness of using an iPad instead of paper for reading. They wanted to know if it had any 

effect on speed and comprehension. The results were enlightening and showed that using the 

iPad helped the majority of the students to read faster. Although, the comprehension scores did 

not differ very much in this study, overall, it demonstrated that iPads are suitable to be used in 

the classroom and will not interfere or impede a child’s performance or comprehension. These 
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results are comforting for a teacher that is looking to incorporate iPads into their reading 

program.  

With the data showing that students are able to read faster using an iPad, it is good news 

that three of the largest publishers have worked with Apple to sell digital versions of their 

textbooks. This equates to about 90% of all textbooks being available in digital format (Noonoo, 

2012). This is not only beneficial to the students, but also to the school districts. In the long run, 

this could mean big savings for school districts. When it comes time for updates, it would be 

cheaper, faster and easier to update digital textbooks.  

Logistically, there are a lot of advantages that make iPads an attractive resource in an 

educational setting. If you compare them to laptops or Chromebooks, the iPad is more 

convenient in many ways. They start up fast and have a battery life that can last all day. This can 

be helpful and save valuable instructional time. If you add a good protective case, they are very 

durable. Laptop carts tend to be bulky and the cords are usually tangled and are all over the 

place. iPads are more compact and the storage cart is not as cumbersome. Security is important 

and is not an issue since Apple is known for having a very secure operating system.  

iPads can be used anywhere. Every app does not necessarily need a Wi-Fi connection for 

you to use it. However, if your Wi-Fi is spotty, this may be one disadvantage because it can be 

frustrating. Another disadvantage is the possibility for it to be a distraction for some students. 

Although this can really be said about any technology device. Even though iPads have a lot of 

capabilities, they are not the end all and be all of the technology devices. You will most likely 

still need a Chromebook, a laptop, or a desktop computer at some point to work on some 

projects, especially in the older grades. 
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When it comes to iPads, the biggest frustration may be the number of options. While this 

can be a good thing, it can also be overwhelming, especially for someone that is already hesitant 

to use technology. Sorting through the many apps and finding ones that meet your needs 

appropriately can be time-consuming. It can also be costly if you are paying for the apps. Powell 

(2014) explains how you can choose appropriate iPad apps by following a series of steps. First, it 

is important to identify what the learning objective is. Once you have done this, you can select a 

handful of apps that meet this objective and check them out. It may be helpful if you ask around 

to see if any of your colleagues have experience with the apps that you have chosen. The next 

step would be to choose standards that align with the app. You need to make sure you also 

pinpoint the advantages and disadvantages to make sure that you are meeting the needs of all the 

learners in the class. Before allowing students to use the apps, they should be evaluated by the 

teacher. The teacher should play the game or go through the activities to make sure it is 

appropriate. If possible, it is advantageous to download a variety of apps that meet the same 

standard. Lastly, the setup of the iPad is important. The apps should be strategically organized so 

that the iPad is conducive to learning. Before putting an iPad in students’ hands, the teacher 

should model appropriate behavior and proper procedures.  

This process can be time-consuming. Collaboration is a big key. It is more manageable if 

done as a joint effort with colleagues and with the support of the administration (Powell, 2014). 

In order for iPad implementation to be effective, teachers need support through appropriate 

professional development. They need to be encouraged and given the time to share feedback 

with each other.  

The advantages definitely outweigh the disadvantages. iPads can be used with all ages 

and all ability levels. Kids love technology and iPads can make learning fun and exciting. The 
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ability to track learning and get real time feedback regarding the progress of their students is 

something that is very beneficial to teachers. 

Before anyone runs out to purchase a class set of iPads, they should take the time to 

consider their students’ needs and the desired outcome that they are trying to achieve. They need 

to think about if an iPad will actually help reach the objective or is it just being incorporated to 

say that technology was used because they may not be the best supplement for every setting. 

However, when used appropriately they can definitely have a positive impact on student learning 

and development.  
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